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Requirements for the installation of  
an above ground or in ground swimming pool  

 
 Swimming pool is any structure intended for swimming or wading capable of containing water over twenty-four 
inches (24”). This includes in ground, above ground, hot tubs, spas, wading pools, inflatable and collapsible pools. 
Swimming pools less than twenty four inches deep and do not exceed 5,000 gallons are not regulated herein. 
Construction of swimming pools is subject to zoning and planning requirements as well as other applicable codes. 

 
Permits Required- Zoning permit, Electrical permit. The cost of the two permits are Twenty Nine Dollars 
($29.00). Be advised that an additional cost will be required by the person performing the final electrical 
inspection. Furthermore if any deck construction or the installation of a fence, a building permit & fence permit 
will be required. 

 
1. Site Diagram – Show all existing buildings and location of proposed location of swimming pool. 

Show all property lines and setbacks from property lines. The Borough of Somerset requires that the 
setbacks are as follows. Minimum of three feet (3’) from side yard lines and a minimum of five feet (5) 
from rear lot line. Note any existing fence or location of proposed fence. 
 

2. Electrical Requirements – All electrical wiring must be installed a minimum of twelve inches (12”) 
underground & be placed in conduct. A single locking 20 amp grounding type receptacle which is 
protected by a ground fault interrupter ( GFIC) is required for the pump & motor which shall be located 
not closer than five feet (5’) nor more than ten feet (10’) from the pool. The receptacle must be 
mounted on a solid post usually a 4” x 4” treated post. A convenience receptacle if wishing shall be 
located a minimum of ten feet (10’) and not more than twenty feet (20’) and located not more than six 
feet six inches (6’-6”) above the floor, platform or grade level serving the appliance. Any receptacle 
located less than twenty feet (20’) shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter.  Pool motor & 
pump must be bonded to the pool with an 8 AWG solid copper wire. 

 
3. Fencing – Pools with a depth of twenty four inches (24”) or more must have a fence around the entire 

pool area four feet (4’) in height with a self-closing gate and a lock. The gate must swing away from the 
pool area. 

a. A pool that is located four feet (4’) above ground to the top of the pool need not have a fence if 
it has the following. 

b. A totally removable ladder that must be removed while the pool is not in use. 
c. A folding stairway leading to the pool that is locked in an upward position while the pool is not 

in use.   
d. If the above are not met a four feet (4’) fence must be provided around the entire pool area or 

anywhere around the pool that does not met the four foot (4’) requirement. 
 

4. Alarm – Doors with direct access to the pool through a wall shall be equipped with an alarm which 
produces an audible alarm when the door is operated. The alarm should sound continuously for a 
minimum of thirty seconds (30) immediately after the door is opened and be capable of being heard 
throughout the house. 



 
5. Inspections – All pools, spas and hot tubs require a final inspection and a Certificate of Completion be 

issued prior to using the pool by the building inspector. A report also has to be submitted to the 
inspector showing that the electrical inspection has been performed by a certified electrical inspector. 

 
6. Notification – Pa. One Call must be called three days (3) prior to any digging that needs to be 

performed. (1-800-242-1776) 
 
7. Questions – If you have any questions concerning the requirements for any of the above please contact 

Tom D. Jury at 814-445-5595. 



OFFICE USE ONLY

PERMIT FEE:
DATE PAID:

CHECK NUMBER:

Residential  $25

 

Location:
Owner:

Estimated Cost:

Contractor's Name: Phone:
Address: Cell:

City: Fax:
State: Zip: Email:

ITEM ITEM
CEILING OUTLETS MOTORS
SWITCHES PANEL SIZE
PLUG RECEPTACLES RANGE COND.
TOTAL OUTLETS SUB FEEDER SIZE
AIR HEATERS
RANGES
SIGNS
WATER HEATER
LIGHTING CIRC.
OTHER CIR.
TOTAL CIRCUITS

Application certifies that all information given is correct and that all pertinent electrical ordinances will be complied 
with in performing the work for which this permit is issued.

Signature of Applicant Signature of Building Inspector

For more information regarding building permits/zoning visit our website at www.somersetborough.com

NUMBER
INSTALLED

NUMBER
INSTALLED

NEW CONSTRUCTION or REPLACEMENT

All information below is required.

Borough of Somerset - Building Inspection Department
PO Box 71, Somerset, PA 15501-0071

Office: (814) 445-5595 Fax: (814) 445-3931

ELECTRICAL PERMIT

PERMIT NUMBER:
DATE:

BLDG. PERMIT NO.:

A wiring schematic must be included with this permit application.

Industrial, Institutional  $50
Commercial  $75

CK 2007 * Electrical Permit
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ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lessor/Applicant:            Phone No.:       

Lessor/Applicant Address :              

Owner:             Phone No.:       

Owner Address:               

Property Location (if different from above):            

 

Detailed Description of Proposed Use(s):            

               

               

               

                

(examples: new construction, remodeling, pool, decks, garages, sheds) 

 

Applicant Signature:           Date:      

Please Print Name:               

 
The Zoning Officer has 15 days from the receipt of this application to render a decision. 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information regarding building permits/zoning visit our website:  www.somersetborough.com 

 
                

   Building Code Official      Approval Date 
 
                

Date Paid       Check Number 
 

OFFICE USE 
 
Zoning Permit No.:          Zoning District:      Permit Fee:  $ 25.00 
 
Map No.:           Parcel  No.:     Lot Size:    
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